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MISSION RIDGE. 


Ill 


A PRIVATE'S GRAPHIC ACCOUNT OF 
THIS HISTORIC BATTLE. 


K««d by a Xtnbar of La Fayette Po»t, 
New Yerk elty. 


tiou aud th© 9UCC6SM of our cause lu thw 
West depended upon our breaking 
through the toils that Bragg had thrown 
around us. We could not retreat, for 
we had no horses for our artillery, no 
mules for our baggage wagons, and 
Lookout Mountain stood in our path. 
To go straight over Mission liidge 

seemed to be the only way out of our 

an 


terrible dilemma, and to dream of ai 
The attention of many of our citizens te 1 a mad 

... .. t.™ assault on that stronghold seemed mad 


✓ 


has doubtless been drawn to the large 
photograph of LaFayette Post, No. 140, 
G. A. It., now on exhibition In the 
window of Geo. M. Wood, the druggist. 

If each Individual member of tbe post 
should write his experience during the 
war, it would (111 many a column of. The 
Citizen, and add pages to the unwritten 
but not the less interesting history of 
the war. 

Mr. Albert M. Cudner, a private in the 
. Seventy-fourth Illinois Voluuteer Regi¬ 
ment, read the following paper at a recent 
cami>41 re held T»y LaFayette Pi»et, of 
which |he is a member. 

Mr. Cudner followed Sherman in his 
memorable one hundred days’ campaign 
and the capture of Atlanta, taking part 
in aii tbe engagements in which his 
corps was engaged, and during his term 
of service participated in many battles, 
some of which weie Perryville, Stone 
River, Missionary Ridge, Rocky Face 
Ridge, ltesaca, New Hope Church, Kene- 
saw Mountain, and many others. 

Comrades : My orders from the Chair- 
inau of your Entertainment Committee 
for to-night were to give you a ten 
minutes’ talk, consequently I shall cut 
a narrow swath, go straight through and 
stop on time. I will“ simply set up a 
frame-work here and there, leaving the 
tlnishing, decorating and (llling up of 
the structure to yourselves. 

On a bend in the Tennessee River, 
about 140 miles south of Nashville, with 
its colossal proportions tlrm and .m- 

1 

movable as the Rock of Ages, its summit 
reaching upward towards tbe clouds aud 
capped by Pulpit Rook, from whose 
platform is first -heralded each day to 
tive great States of our Uniou the ad¬ 
vent of the golden orb of j light stands 
Lookout Mountain. Around Its |>eak 
the feathered songsters pour forth tbe 
tuneful and jubilant notes of their mstiii 
song; the graceful, swaying pines along 
Its sides whisper to ea<*h other r of tlie 
day just l*oru, while the shrubs, cluster¬ 
ed at their base, timidly look up in 
pleased expectancy*, and all nature, in¬ 
stinct with a new life, bursts forth in 
the grand harmony of her morning 
anthem. 

Lookout Mouutaiu stuuds like a grim 
sentinel, sterh aud . unyielding as fate, 
keeping watch and ward over a little 
city nestling iu the valley at its foot, 
a mere pin-hole <*n the map, but, as we 


ness. Before us stood the mountain, 
700 feet high, rocky and precipitous, 
with tangled undergrowth, logs 
every other obstacle possible in our 
way, and, between the base and the 
summit, were three lines of log breast¬ 
works, each filled with trooje that we 
must defeat. The summit itself was 
further defended by a battle line of 
artillery, and our every movement from 
start to finish of the assault was In plain 
sight and range of the gunners. 

But back yonder on Orchard Knob 
stood the great soldier of the century.— 
the unconquered and unconquerable 
leader—and although he was new to us 
personally, every man of us felt that 
Grant’s eye was upon him. By’ his side 
stood our loved old commander and 
hero, Thomas. His grand old Army of 
the Cumberland had never failed him 
and we all felt the influence of his un¬ 
bounded confidence iu us and would 
again justify It. Right with us, and one 
of us, commanding our division, was 
tbe dashing Sheridan. 

My time will not permit even an at¬ 
tempt at any general description of the 
battle of Mission Ridge, and besides, that 
Is the province of tho historian. I will 
simply give y’ou a glimpse of our Second 
Division, Fourth Corps, in the charge, 
keeping you couflned largely to the ranks 
of my own regiment. I ani a private 
soldier and must give you the l«uetit of 
the private soldier’s limited vision only. 

Hooker had been ordered West with 
bis gallant Eastern men, and to them 
belougs the credit of striking tiie first 
blow in the battle that ended with the 
capture of Mission Ridge, the assault 
aud capture of Lookout Mountain; that 
noted battle alstve the doiuds. Sher¬ 
man, with his maguilleent Army of the 

I 

Tennessee, was there, and in them 
Hardee ami his splendid eorps on the 
rel*d right found foemeti worthy* of their 
steel. HiM»ker's gallant rhai^re and re¬ 
pulse of'the enemy oil Lookout Moun¬ 
tain threw their leit Hunk laiek oil 
Mission Ridge, <»|»ciied our line of com¬ 
munication and placed the two anuie* 
in lines |MtHllel to each oilier, the 
enemy on their fori Died mountain and 

we iu the valley I*♦-1«»vv. Itragg had ... 

watching our movements down there, 
ami is ie|H»ited to have called | lie mem¬ 
bers of his^atatT Iu coiue and see an 


spell out its name from our perch on the j ••Army of the Potomac icvliew. In 
mountain side, and, with inemorys 
magic wand, call to our mental vision 
four years of our country’s life, how it 
grows upon us. Its boundaries enclose 
the continent; Its history' is world wide. 

The student lingers in its shadow, aud 
the historian, poet aud painter flud an 
inspiration in the mention of its name— 

Chattanooga. 

Comrades, this is sacred as well as 
classic ground; tread softly and with 
uncovered head, for your feet are resting 
on God’e own ^recruiting ground.* On 
this spot multitudes of tbe best of His 
creation put on their ascension robes, 
and tbe “taps" that sounded in their 
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few* hours, witti the rowels buried iu ids 
horse's flank*. he was hurrying away to 
some hidden recess in Dixie, with that 
“review” iu hot pursuit. In the after 
uoon of the 24th, we were ordered from 
our works out to tbe trout and in the 
centre. Hooker on our right, Sherman 
on our left. 

Our command bivouacked that night 

^ * • x * ’ I v 

in a fringe of timber near the foot of the 
Ridge, aud our orders—the only ones 
received by us in the fights from its 
commencement to its finish—were as 
follows: “Tbe signal for your attack 
will tie six guns from Orchard Knob. 
You are to charge and take the first line 


bivouac here melted away into a celestial of works, at the foot of the Ridge.” 
“reveille,” whose notes awakened them The battle was opened in the morning 
on His eternal camping-ground. They I by Hooker on our right, whose columns 
left with us their memory, sweet, sad were thrown repeatedly against the 
and glorious. We gave to them the rebel left, with a view to doubling it 
wreath of imtuortellee, fragrant with back, but without success. Bragg 
our affection and bedewed with our tears, feared just such a move and was pro- 
Lookout Mountain, Chattanooga, Mission pared for it. Sherman, at the same 
Ridge, trinity of terrors In ’63, monu- time attacked tbe enemy’s right, but the 
ments to men’s heroism in all after difficulties in bis front were Insurmount- 
time. able, and he could only hold them with 

On the morning of November 24, 1863, a giant's grip and prevent any troops 

tbe rebel flag floated from Its staff on being sent to reinforce the centre, 
the summit of Lookout. The next morn- The battle raged on bath flanks the 
Ing the stars and stripes looked down on entire forenoon; noon passed and still 
us in the valley from the same spot. I we. In tbe centre, were standing in line 
Mission Ridge, just beyond, was de- waiting for the signal. At about 3.30 
stlned, before the sun went down, to in the afternoon, a shot from our left and 
discard tbe colors of treason and take rear whizzed over our heads and struck 
its place under the emblem of loyalty, I near the top of the Ridge, and the Army 

borne by the boys in blue. I of the Cumberland had thrown down its 

During the year just passed, Buel, gage of battle. “Boys, that’s Orchard 
with our Army of the Cumberland, bad Knob.” No need for the order, “At- 
pushed Bragg with his rebel army from tentlon, men!” We were in line In au 
the Ohio River, and fought and whipped Instant, waiting for the last shot. It 
him at Perryville, where his successor, seemed an age, and only twelve seconds 
Rosecrans, assumed command and drove of time intervened between shots num- 
hlm across the Cumberland River and bers one and six. Belts were tightened, 
through Nashville, fought him a two cartridge boxes hitched a little further 
days’ battle at Nolansville, whipped him to the front, and cap-box covers were 
soundly at Stone River, capturing Mur- loosened. With shot No. 6, the order 
freesboro, and sent him flying over the “Forward l” rang out, and the order 
Cumberland Mountains and across the “March!” accompanied the whizzing of 
Tennessee River, and manoeuvred him No. 6. 

out of Ctiattanooga. A minute took us through the fringe 

in order to hold the town, he was of timber, and then came the expected 
compelled to fight the historic battle of final order, “Double quick, charge!” 
Chlcamauga, September 19 and 20. We and the whole line dashed, forward over 
held it until November 25 following, but the open plain toward the Ridge. In- 
lt was the most difficult territory to hold I stantly the mountainside became vol- 
that had ever come into our possession; I canic; the troops In the three lines of 
we had a bull by the horns and could not works poured into us volley after volley 
safely let go. of musketry, and thirty pieces of artillery 

The grand old Army of the Cumber- on the crest rained shot and shell upon 
land was besieged. The enemy was In us. Men went down on the right and on 
position strongly fortified in our front, the left; we were rushing through the 
on our right and on our left, and the valley of death, but there was no halt In 
batteries on Lookout covered the rear, the line and no shot fired by us until we 
Rations were - very abort, coramuulca- had reached the first line, and the enemy 
tlon was cat oK, horses and mulee were was retreating to their next, when we 
dy'ng of starvation, and the rank and halted and poured into them a murder- 
flU of the army were destitute of every- ous musketry fire. We had taken the 
thing hut pluck. We could not stay la first line of works, and had left behind 
Chattanooga* the fate of our army, the us on that grassy plain, tinted with tbe 
rescue of Tennessee fro^a rebel domino* I variegated hues of the Southern autumn. 


a blood-red page of history, Immor¬ 
tality's seal upon It, and ruled from 
boundaries to centre with lines of silent 
forms arrayed in Federal blue. The 
autograph of patriotism, stamped in 
loyal blood that day on Chattanooga 
Valley, will never be erased. As soop 
as the enemy had reached their second 
line of works, and were out of range of 
their own artillery, it opened on us 
again, but now it was grape and can! 
ster instead of shot and shell,, and 1 
terrific fire of musketry at short range 
We could not hold on to the foot of the 
Ridge; every iucl? of space was In range 
of the terrible deluge of lead and iron, 
and to stay meant death. We must go 
up into the teeth of the storm or re¬ 
treat; to go back meant defeat aud, 
without any orders, we sprang forward, 
shouting to our buglers to blow the 
advance. 

Then commenced the life and death 
struggle; no regular lines, no battle 
formation, no reserve lino, no right nor 
left guides, no “dressing” on right, left 
or centre, no file closers, but an indi¬ 
vidual generalship, every man his own 
commander and each determined to be 
first at the top. 

We would deliver our fire, drop down 
on our side and reload, rush forward 
and fire again, up, up until the secoud 
line was almost, reached, when, with a 
rally and a dash, we swept elean over it, 
our bayonets at the backs of the retreat¬ 
ing enemy. 

A glance backward explains to us the 
thinning out of our line and we need not 
stop to count the forms lying there so 
still, in order \o estimate the terrible 
cost of our success so far. Our battle 
flag had gone down once but was caught 
from the dying grnsp of Its bearer by 
another gallant boy, and was waving at 
the front. We rallied closer nroiind it 
and pressed on. 

One more line of works and the top and 
victory, or—what? Capture 01 death, 
for we* would never go laiek. We keep 
up oil 1* firing as-rapidly as possible, 
crawling up u little filltlier, rustling on 
again, mid again filing aud dropping 
lowii to load, mid we have covered one- 
luilf the di<4anne. Wo feel tin* hid 
treath of their angry camion in our 
aces; we heal* Hie shouts of defiance 

’nun their men. but we press them 

* 

-loser mid closer. Another color*la»aret 
i:ol gone down undei otir i'ag and now 
another fall-*. The dangerous emblem 
s caught up again, and with a “Here’s 
your,flog, hoy - ! " its bearer brings it to 
he front. We erowd dose to it; there 
s a minute's halt iu whieli we take one 
ong hreath. our line reforms itself ami, 
with a genuine Yankee cheer, and the 
vsist loss fury of a hiirrieutu*, wo rush 
tver the last line of Works, lip on the 
crest, rout infantry aml/nitillery, ami 
Mission Ridge is w«»n 


W. M. Hopler. 


1 9 Broad Street. 


Meats and 
Vegetables. 

Fancy Poultry and Game 
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A MARVELOUS SUCCESS 



EmbooiesEvery Desirable Imptcvemeht 
Many Exclusively Its Own. 


Hank°* e > 

Elegantly 

Finished 

See Our 


TESTED 

TIME 


fUULY hTEd 

\NAP* a for 

f iveYears 



A LIVE AGENT WANTED IN EVERT TOWN 

STANDARtrrOftJp CENTURA 


Trenton Sausage, 

Pork Tenderloins. 


DAWKINS 

Is opposite the New Town 
Committee Rooms and Tax 
Collector’s Office, three dinars 
south of the new Post-office. 

DRY GOODS, 

FANCY GOODS, 

~ NOTIONS, ETC. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES. 

Copy Books, Composition Books, Pads, 
Pens, Penholders, Lead and Slate Pen¬ 
cils, Pencil Sharpeners, Erasers, Rulers, 
Crayons, Chalk, Ink, Mucilage, Pencil 
Boxes, School Bags, etc. 

Patronage respectfully solicited. 



MARTIN ZAHNLE, 

SHAVING AND HAIR-CUTTING, 

318 Glenwood Ave. 

•&SS l 8mo * ,o « 



TWIN BROTHERS 


:V 


OKYHOP 
YEAST 


5 CT 


THE 
QUICK 
RISER 


LIGHTBREAD 

* 

WATERLOO YEAST CO DETROIT MiCH 

Scientific Americas 
Agency for 



CAVEATS, 
TRADE MARKS. 
DESIGN PATENTS 
COPYRIGHTS, etc. 

For Information and fro* Handbook write to 
munn a co.. »n ukoaPway, new yohk. 
Oldest bureau for MM-urtiic patents Tn America. 
£v«ry iwitent taken out by us la brought before 
tbe public by a notice given free of charge in tb? 

<fcicutiffc Jlmmcau 

largest circulation of any scientific paper In the 
world. Splendidly Illustrated. No intelligent 
n •» »b»uid be without lb WeeUr. *3.00 a 
r*ar; Sl..ai six months. Address MUNN 1 * 0 * 
P-8LHHEBS.M Hmadwav. Now York. 


AGENTS 

IMPORTED PLUSH AL3UM, $1.00 


enn tnnhr K.*» «>t» p 
tony s«- line 1*111 ,\ i r.t 

w ln-!»t iiir \\ ni ,i| 

i**P |*ru« * ilus >«•«!.• 


» » Emlto»VHl padded fide#, golj edges, exten¬ 

sion i I »*-p hoIJin^ iM «rl> tut* ( ihiiM-t an.| < tird 
pietllVes S'llt fol, tl.li* IftiilN for fc.Mm . M.|- 

w 1 1 list noil iii u thetarifl «<u imported albums i* raised 
from i& to .*t5 — — — e -~ 
per cent there 
w ill not be any 
lin tease in our 
price# tin# 
year Our new] 
dne of fixi.r 
PaoNoi-NriNQ Parallel Family Rim. rat containing 
“.‘“..“.P 11 V’TGionti. are what the people want 

JUVENILE BOOKS£!ilKV 

Agents from now until (Thrbtmn* Send 22c«mta fur 
cansaasiutr book liluntrated rtrenlirr# i kki: for all 
at our last •telling lmmmI# f>OVT UM.AV 

^ OR SHEETS McM AKIN Importers, Cincinnati. U 


' * • * , — • ■ a • w • is li a * 

the tarifl on nn pe r ted albums i« raised 

ALBUMS 
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SKAbGARMKNTO, 
C A PICS, MUFF8* 
l«OAS, Kt<\, 

Vakc |Jie most durable 

HI 11DAY PRESENTS. 

Our comprises all kinds 
of I i"3 in tin* Intent stylos, 
dents Vjtrs, Carriage KoIwsl 
Rlipj, ilc., grve.t v tiety. All 
p* «k1 * warranted and sn’isfar- 
tUv. guaranteed. S»ud f.*r II- 
liirdrated t'atalngnp. 
K«car»li*he<l .|«* year*. 

HENRY SIEDE, 

I 4 West I 4th St., 

New York City. 



! and Trade-Mark* obtained, and all Pat- 

» C °l ducted for Modchatc Frr*/^ 


> Our Omcc is Opposite U 8 pnunt onie# 
[SacSfrom^W^Fn^on. 10 ^ ^ 

x*«h drawing or photo., wHh descrip-! * 
advise, tf patentable or not, free of! 
)ur fee not due till patent is secured. , 


Send model, dra 
tlon. We advf 

charge. Ourf __ 

C. A. SNOW & CO. 

Office, Washington, d. C. 



AGENTS 


double their money 
Belling our BKA 88 
_ flubbed corrugated 

REFLECTING SAFETY LAMP, 

Can be sold in every family. Uive* 
8tad tairt at ‘ 

■»!«>*• lampuiid b^^nvluiST 


Me 

We Nuanufacturo a large Un# of 
hoeeahoid articles, fiend for free 
Illustrated Circulars to 

F0RSHEEA McMAKIN, Cincinnati,!). 


FRAZER 


best 


AXLE 
GREASE 

Tm WORLD# 


IN 

__ _ al ll l, 

outlawing two boxes oirV^V oth*r v, r »rt 
•Sacted by beat. ITOETTHR OEM UINr! 

F088AL1BTDEALEB8GENEHA1LY 
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BOOKBINDING 

'X \ IN ALL ITS BRANCHES. 

Magazines, Subscription Binding, &c., & c ., 
■ T ' Cloth, Sheep, and Morocco. 

* JOHN P. DILLON, 

Bindery; 279 Berkeley Ave. 

1 Office with Aue Bros., 276 Glenwood Ave. 
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Y OU couldn’t be hired to use a„y 
other Razors after trying these. 

All using them say they are the 

est Shavers * Comfort to shave 

with them. If your dealer does not 
keep them, send the money direct to 
us and we will mail them to you pre- 

paid. Don’t Buy Others thinking 
they are Just as Good. Be Sure you 
buy the Genuine ™ th » bov « ®tamp. 

Dealers, write us for cuts and job¬ 
bing prices. * * * * 

CAMPBELL’S PRACTICAL * 

« SLIDING DISPLAY TRAYS. 
fct’A Dec. 1ft, 189L 
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Made to fit any show case, eeve case room, m *** 
the moat brilliant display of the goods, and keeps the 
atock always in position. Manufactured by the i 

GAAPgELL eUTLERV CO. 

Trite for full Descriptive SYRACUSE, N. Y., U.S.A. 

Circulars, Prices, Htc. ( | _ 

ffoeY? u AHORSE? 

SHOWS'^™? m E&C 

HITCH HIM TO 

T HE CR& AT_ 

m fcdespeciallyfor Exercising andS pe e d i n g . 

Pronounced ByAll HORSEMEN To Be 
, The Most PERFECT SULKY CART In use 

cixSt RK- CORTL AND'H^Cort'- a n “ 



BUSINESS WAGON 




SPINDLE BODY. 


* 


BRACKET FRONT. 




- 


Hade of 
Best Material. 

Strong, 
Durable and 
Well Finished. 
We Also Make 


Handy Runabout Wagon. 

a Complete 
Line of 
Fine Vehicles. 

including 
The Sulky Cart { 
and 

Central City 
Carts. 

WRITE IPOXt CIRCUI.A.It ^ 1ST ID PRICE. 


F. H A IV AW Al COMPANY, 

690, 692, 624, 626 N. Jarkaoa St., * - JACKSON, HU H. 



-#T H E ♦ «♦- , . 

«- yvy\ ^ . j 

BUCKEYE*- 

pHATON^ 



B ODY swings independent fmm the gear or nxle, making it absolutely 
free from horse motion. Guaranteed to ride as easy as any four-w heeletl 
vehicle. Gear all steel and wrought iron. Keatcan lie raised or lowered with¬ 
out removing bolts, so as to adjust to heavy or light weight. The l*est looker, 
the easiest nder, and tho best selling vehicle in the world. Manufactured I9 

^°*» W. Va. CVm*tructi«*n covt*iv.l by Ten dintir-n 

^j^** “ tPonufoctureni for priemand terms, lluckeye t^ort 1 \». Chariestou,W. \ m 

He CeleDrated Wricks Baling Press. 

BALING HAY, STRAW 
AND ALL BALABLE 
MATERIAL. 

, BA US FROM 175 TO 300 fOUMDS 
[MADE WITH THE REGULAR SlH 
_ ^BALERS. 

•" to MIIm or the Fortorj. • 

PROM 7 TO IS TONS AN AVERAQE DAY S WORK 

? L °1* D n °° nS AXD fATtM 

nrpnovkMKXTs of labor SAVfm axo rapid work. 

PATENTKU AND UAKUPACTinUCD BY 

P. B. HENDRICKS ,_KINGSTON, N. Y. 
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Wv*- M Buggy Company 
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Thomas M*Tryniski 
3^9 Smith^lfi Street 
Fulton New York 
13069 


www.fultonhistory.com 
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